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GENTLEMEN, 
Am much obliged to you for Your 
mon and kind Acceptance 
of what ſmall Service I have done. 
And fince it is Your repeated Deſire 
I ſhould publiſh the Sermon, I have com- 
plied with it, though ebe againſt 
my own Judgment Had I thought it 


deſerved rt, 1 ſhould not have wanted ſo 
much- 


„%. K ES __S 
* 


DEDICATION. 


much Sollicitation ; and I with you may 
not read with different Sentiments, what 
you heard with Patience and perhaps 
with Pleaſure. Your good Inclination 
to the Cauſe, made you favourable to 
the Advocate of it. "Tis a Cauſe that 
juſtifies Your Zeal, and deſerves Your 
Encouragement: And if, by Your Im- 
portunity, I ſhall become in the leaſt 
inſtrumental in promoting it; the Sa- 
tisfaction of it in my own Mind, will 
be an ample Recompence to, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient 


humble Servant, 


E DWARD COB DEN. 


ſame devout and diſconſolate Strain. 
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Ps ALM Ixxx. 8, 9. 


Thou haſt brought a Vine out of Egypt: Thou haſt 
caſt out the Heathen, and planted it. Thou pre- 
paredſi Room before it, and didſi cauſe it to 
tale deep Root, and it filled the Land. 


HIS Pſalm is an humble and very affectio- 
nate Expoſtulation with Almighty God, for 
the Miſeries and Deſolation he had brought 
upon his People the Fews, whom he had ſe- 
lected from the reſt of the World, conducted 

with his immediate Preſence, and enlightened with his 

iar Revelations. . 
The Title of it aſcribes it to Aſaph, who was the Pen- 
ner likewiſe of ſome few Pſalms more, which run in the 


* 
— 


The exact Time and Occaſion of it is not with any Cer- 
tainty to be determined. Some think it was when Fudab 
and Benjamin were carried into Captivity by Nebuchadnez- 
zar. Some, when the other ten Tribes were carried by 
Salmanaſſar, and others fix it between theſe Periods. It 
was undoubtedly after ſome ſuch great Calamity had be- 
fallen the People, whom God's right Hand had planted, 
which the inſpired Writer ſo pathetically bewails. It is no 
unuſual Thing for the Prophets and holy Writers, to com- 


pare the Jeuiſb Church and the Members of it, the Chil- 
B _ dren 
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dren of 1/ae], whom God had brought out of Egypt, and 
at laſt ſettled in Canaan, a Land flowing with Milk and 
Honey, to a flouriſhing Vine, which he had tranſplanted 
into a fruitful Soil, and nouriſhed with the moſt indul- 
gent Tenderneſs (a). Thus 1Jaieh v. 1. My welbeloved 
hath a Vineyard in a very fruitful Hill; and ver. 7. he 
tells us, The Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts is the Houſe of 
i1/rael, and the . Men of Fudab his 7 Plant. Thus 

er. il. 21. 1 planted thee a noble Vine wholly a right 
Seed. And in three of the Evangeliſts our bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf uſes the Parable of the Vineyard, and adapts it to 
the People of the Fews. 1 

The Author here makes uſe of this Similitude, and has 
carried on the Allegory, through ſeveral reſembling Parti- 
culars, with an Elegance and Beauty which immediately 
ſtrike every intelligent Reader, and which are hardly to 
be equalled out of the ſacred Writings. 

Give me leave, I befeech ye, in fome Meaſure to appl 
this Comparifon to ourſelves, and the excellent Charch 
we have the Happineſs to be Members of. Was it not in 
the Days of our Forefathers as it were brought out of 
Egypt ? Was not our Church by the Hand of Providence 
reſcued from a Tyranny and Ignorance, reſembling the 
Slavery and Darkneſs of Egyyt. At firſt it's Beginnings 
were but ſmall, the Plant tender, and it's Growth exceed- 
ing flow, and it ſcarce began to bloffom but it was blaſted, 
and almoft deftroyed by the Violence of the Heat. We 
were hardly got out of Egypt in the Days of our young 
Fofab, the pious King Edward, when the unrelenting 
Hand of Pharaoh agam overtook us, and we were re- 
duced into the fame State of Mifery and Bondage, with- 
out the leaſt proſpect of a Deliverance, When C ! = a 

udden, 


(a) What probably gave Occaſion to this Alluſion was, that Juda 
being a warm and mountainous Country, the Vine was frequently planted 
there, and brought forth Fruit in great Plenty and Abundance, 


( 3] 
ſadden, the Almighty, to let us ſee that it was his Work 
alone, raiſed up a glorious Queen, (whoſe Preſervation was 
almoſt as wonderful as that of Moſes, and whoſe Memory 
ought to be dear to us through all Generations) who again 
carefully planted this Vine and wholly a right Seed. Under 
her prudent Care and Cultivation it grew and flouriſhed 
Room was prepared before it, and it took 2 4 Root and filled 
the Land. The Hills were covered with the Shadow of it, 
and the Boughs thereof were like the goodly Cedars. Our 
Reformed Church then arrived to that State of Perfection, 
as to be beheld with Pleaſure by the neighbouring Nations, 
and to afford a comfortable Shelter to thoſe who wanted 
her Protection. She ftretcht forth ber Boughs unto the Sea, 
and her Branches unto the River. I had almoſt faid, to 
the River alluded to here by the holy Pſalmiſt, the River 
Euphrates. os | 

Thus did the former Part of this Compariſon: hold as 
to ourſelves. And I wiſh I could not fay that the latter 
Part of it likewiſe was but too fatally verified in the late 
Times of Rebellion and Confufion, when Root-and Branch 
work went on with Succeſs, and they who had evil Will at 
Sion cried, down with it, down with it even to the Ground. 
Then were all her Hedges broken down, jo that all they 
which did paſs by, did pluck ber. The Baar out of the 
Wood did waſte it, and the wild Beaſt of the Field did de- 
vour it. | 

But it pleaſed the Lord of Hoſts again to return, to 
lool down from Heaven to behold and wifit this Vine, and 
the Vineyard which his right Hand had planted, We were 
again reſcued by a molt aſtoniſhing Deliverance. Our 
glorious Conſtitution roſe, like this famous City after the 

reat Fire, almoſt at once, and with greater Beauty from 
1t's Ruins, 
We humbly hope that the ſame Divine Providence 


which influenced a glorious Queen thro' ſo many Diffi- 
N B 2 culties 
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culties to make this happy Eſtabliſhment among us, and 
which by a wonderful Reſtoration has ſince raiſed it from 
fo miſerable a Deſolation, will ſtill continue to inſpire and 
enable our Princes, whoſe Glory it is to be the Defenders 
of our Faith, and nurſing Fathers of our Church, to che- 
riſh and protect it. For which they are under the ſtrongeſt 
Engagements, of which, as we have Reaſon gratefully to 
acknowledge, they have given the fulleſt Aſſurances, and 
which both their Intereſt and Duty require. 

We may well repreſent it to them as their Intereſt to 
favour and protect it, in that it lends a mutual Aſſiſtance 
and Support to that Throne under which it proſpers. 
The Principles of it being remarkably loyal, and equally 
condemning that preſumptuous Doctrine of depofing 
Princes on one Side, and that of a1 yo: rebelling againſt 
them on the other. And it is eaſy to foretel without the 
Spirit of Prophecy, that while the Eccle/fia/tical Part of 
our Conſtitution continues ſafe, the Civil can never be in 
Danger. 7350 tn? be; ET 

We may with full Aſſurance recommend it to them as 
their Duty: In that it is ſo admirably calculated for the 
Peace and Proſperity of Society, and for the temporal and 
eternal Happineſs, both of themſelves. and. their People. 
That the Chriſtian Religion is. ſo, is a Truth that carries 
with it it's own Evidence, and I am perſuaded wants no 
laboured Proof in ſuch an Audience as this. And that the 
Eſtabliſhed Church of England is modelled according to the 
Scriptures, and teaches the Chriſtian Religion in the great- 
eſt Purity and Perfection would ſoon appear, were we cri- 
_ tically to examine every Branch and Article of it. And 

I could heartily with I had Time to diſcuſs every Part of 
it, and had Abilities to do. Juſtice to ſo noble a Subject. 
The more nicely we bring it to the Teſt, the more would 
it's Excellency appear, as we have by Experience found 
that the Batteries which have been hitherto raiſed againſt 

| it 
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it from Argument, have but more conſpicuouſly ſhewn the 
Firmneſs of the Fabrick, and that it's Foundation is upon 

a Rock. | | 
Let but any impartial Judge take a Survey of that no- 
ble Apology Sor it, which flowed from ah Pen of the 
pious and learned Mr Hooker ſo many Years ago, and he 
will be at a Loſs which to admire moſt, the Solidity and 
Beauty of our Polity, or that of it's Defence. What 
was ſo long ſince done by that maſterly Hand, were 
it on all Sides duly confidered, with the fame Mo- 
deſty and Judgment, with which he wrote, would ſu- 
perſede any After-Labours in the ſame Cauſe. Jr 
But as freſh! Objections from every Quarter have from 
Time to Time been continually ſtarted, or at leaſt old 
ones produced under a new Dreſs: So new Advocates have 
conſtantly ariſen, who have maintained the Purity of our 
Doctrine and Worſhip, and the Apoſtolical Inſtitution of 
our Government, againſt all the Cavils which either Rome 
or Geneva could furniſh. Till not many Years ago, the 
learned Clergy of this Metropolis with united Labours, 
framed ſo admirable a Vindication of our Church againſt 
either Adverſary, that, as Biſhop Tillotſon obſerves of one 
of our Worthies, they have ſaid enough to filence this 
Controverſy for ever, and to deter all wife Men on both 
Sides from meddling any further with it. They have evi- 
dently diſplayed the wiſe Conduct of our firſt Reformers, 
(many of whom ſealed their Faith with their Blood) in 
rejecting every Thing that was corrupt in Religion, though 
it had the Sanction of Authority, and in not refuſing 
what was ſound and good, though it had been profaned in 
the Worſhip of Baa/: And given ſufficient Reaſons on the 
one Side, why they departed ſo far from the Church of 
Rome, and on the other, why they went no further. They 
have with admirable Temper, and clear Strength of Rea- 
ſon, confuted all the trifling Objections which Wit or 
Perverſeneſs 
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Perverſeneſs for above a Century could furniſh, and from 
their excellent Storehouſe ſufficient Arms may be brought 
to defeat any future Attacks. I : 
- Inſtead therefore of any profefled Apology for our 
Faith and Worſhip, which theſe worthy Predeceſſors have 
rendered altogether ſuperfluous, give me leave in the Re- 
mainder of this Diſcourſe, to conſider our Church in this 
ſingle Point of Light ——In' that admirable Care ſhe has 
taken for the Inſtruction of all her Members, in order to 
raiſe them to the moſt accompliſhed Virtue, and the moſt 
conſummate Happineſs. All her publick Service is con- 
trived on purpoſe to make the Comers thereunto perfect, and 
—5 her Sons may be thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 

orks. | | : 


To begin therefore with the tender Concern ſhe ſhews 
for us in our Infancy by bringing us to Baptiſm, and en- 
titling us to the Privileges of — Kingdom of Grace: And 
in order to our maintaining this Title, by providing Sure- 
ties for us, who, together with our Parents, may engage 
in the Care of our Education, to ſee that we be Virtuouſly 
and Chriſtianly brought up. | LETT 

I am not inſenſible how much this charitable Office has 
been cenſured and traduced. But let any one impartially 
conſider what End our Church could propoſe by this Ap- 
pointment, but the greater Security of the Piety and Vir- 
tue of her young Diſciples, and he will be inclined per- 
haps to forgive ber ibis Wrong. It cannot be denied that 
many too careleſsly undertake the Office, and too negli- 
gently perform it; which were it but entered upon with 
Seriouſneſs, and diſcharged with Fidelity, would ſoon de- 
monſtrate the Advantages of it, and be the beſt Anſwer to 
the Objections that have been made againſt it. 

No ſooner do our Underſtandings open, and we begin 
to attain ſome ſmall Uſe of our Faculties, but ſhe has 

I provided 
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provided for us a ſhort Abſtract of all neceſſary Faith and 
Practice contained in her Catechiſm, Which is an excel- 
lent Compoſition. So ſhort, as not to overburthen the 
weakeſt Memories; and ſo familiar, as not to puzzle a 
common Capacity. And yet ſo Comprehenſive, as to con- 
tain all the neceſſary Duties of a Chriſtian, as well as all 
the Fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtianity. And I may 
venture to affirm, that whoever has learned his Cate- 
chiſm, and does but rightly underſtand what he has 
learned, will not for want of neceſſary Inſtruction miſcarry 
in his Way to Heaven, 

How prudent therefore are thoſe Parents and Maſters, 
who oblige their Children and Servants to learn this ex- 
cellent Syſtem of Chriſtianity, which lets them into all 
the Knowledge of their Duty? And not only require 
them to get it by rote, but to continue in this Exerciſe, 
till it be fixed in their Heart as well as Memories, till 
the whole is explained to them, and they underſtand the 
Meaning of it, and ſo become qualified for the Bleſſed 
Sacrament ? | 
And how commendable is the Piety and Beneficence of 

thoſe Perſons, who lay up in flore a good Foundation for the 
Time to come, by promoting with their Intereſt and For- 
tune our Charity-Schools, where Children, who would 
otherwiſe perhaps be uſeleſs in this World, and miſerable 
in the next, are trained up to Piety and Virtue, and per- 
fectly inſtructed in theſe Rudiments of their Religion. 
This is putting them into the Road of Happineſs, and 
ſuſtaining them with the Food of Immortality. Our Sa- 
viour has very affectionately recommended theſe young 
Members of his to our Care, by telling us he will accept 
it as a ſingular Kindneſs to himſelf. Louęſ thou me? Says 
he to St Peter, feed my Lambs, and he thought it of ſuch 
Importance as to deſerve a Repetition, And certainly if 
a cup of cold Water given to a Diſciple will not miſs of a 


Reward. 
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Reward. If at the great Tribunal, particular Enquiry will 
be made into our Acts of Charity, ſhewn to the temporal 
Welfare of our Brethren, and he will impute all the kind 
Offices we do them as done to himſelf; much more doubtleſs 
will he thoſe Acts of Charity we expreſs to their Souls. If 
we have informed the Ignorant, or reclaimed the Sinful, 
he will tell us in as much as ye have done it unto the leaſt of 
theſe my Brethren ye have done it unto me. And know, 
that he that converts a Sinner from the Error of his Way, 
ſhall ſave a Soul from Death, and hide a multitude of 
Sins. 

But to return. As our Church has provided proper 
Nouriſhment, her Milk for her Infants: So ſhe offers her 
ſubtantial Meat for thoſe of ſtronger Conſtitutions. Her 
whole publick Service is admirably fitted to improve our 
Knowledge in all the Speculative as well as Practical 
Points of Chriſtianity. Not only her ſerious and pious 
Exhortations adapted to each Part of it, inſtruct us in the 
Nature of the Duties we are engaged in, and with what 
Diſpoſitions they ought to be undertaken : But the Devo- 
tions themſelves, and the Subſtance of her publick Wor- 
ſhip, all along inform us of our general Duty, and how 
we ſhould behave in all our Converſation. So that we are 
directed to Heaven by the Light of our Prayers, at the 
fame Time that they afford us Wings to convey us thither, 

As the main Deſign of all Prayer is not to inform God 
who knows our Neceſſities before we aſk, but to amend 
ourſelves: To make deeper Impreſſions on our Minds of 
Humility and Charity, of Gratitude and Obedience, of 
the Majeſty and Goodneſs of God, and our own Unwor- 
thineſs, of our abſolute Dependance upon him, and of the 
Neceſſity of endeavouring after what is the Subject of our 
Requeſts: So conſequently thoſe Prayers muſt be of moſt 
Advantage, which are beſt calculated for theſe Ends. 


Which inſpire us with Sentiments of Duty, as well as 
I inflame 
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inflame us with Longings after Happineſs. Accordingly 
we find in that comprehenſive Prayer our bleſſed Lord 
hath taught us, as much Inſtruction of this Nature, as can 
be contained in ſo ſhort a Compaſs. Our pious Church, 
as in all her Offices, ſhe inſerts this Prayer, ſo in all her 
other Devotions, ſhe copies exactly after this excellent Pat- 
tern, There is no Blefling we can defire of God, or 
ſtand in need of, either for ourſelves or others, either in 
this World or the next, but what we have ſuitable Peti- 
tions for, and there is hardly any Thing required at our 
Hands, but what we are excited to endeavour after. And 
they all along, and in every Page, inculcate theſe impor- 
tant Truths, that without Virtue and Holineſs, without 
endeavouring after a godly, righteous, and ſober Life, we 
cannot expe& to recommend ourſelves to the Divine Fa- 
vour, nor obtain the Bleſſings we petition for. That we 
are not to depend upon the bare Performance of theſe Du- 
ties of Prayer, or hearing the Word, or receiving even the 
Sacraments themſelves without ſincere Repentance. And 
as the whole Oeconomy of our Redemption is founded up- 
on that Satisfaction and Atonement our Saviour has made 
for us, ſo that it is through his Merits only that our 
Prayers will be heard, and our Repentance accepted, is a 
Leſſon we may learn almoſt from every Collect. For we 
do not aſcribe ſo much to Faith, as to make Works unne- 
ceſſary, nor ſo much to Works, as to make them me- 
ritorious. JT 0 

Nor are the Prayers only, but even the few Ceremonies 
appointed in the Church, very edifying and inſtructive. 
Perhaps there is not any Thing which has occaſioned 
greater Clamour and Outcry againſt us, than this Article 
of our Ceremonies. They have been repreſented as nu- 
merous, trifling, and ſuperſtitious, as thoſe of the Ro- 
mans, and as burthenſome as thoſe of the Feus. As if 


our Vine were ſo full of luxuriant Leaves, as quite de- 
C ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed the Fruit. And yet when we ſeriouſly reflect 
upon them, it is hardly poſſible to conceive how the 
publick Service can be diſcharged, and Decency and Order 
maintained with fewer. | 

There occur to me not above three or four, againſt which 
Exceptions have been taken, every one of which are de- 
cent and proper, give no Interruption to the main Buſineſs, 
and convey to us ſome very uſeful Leſſon. | 

Thus is not the Surplice a fit Habit to remind us of 
that Purity, with which we ought to appear in the Pre- 
fence of God? Is not Kneeling a proper Poſture to expreſs 
that Reyerence and Humility, with which we ſhould 
make our Addrefles to him, and receive the greateſt 
Tokens of his Love, the very Pledges of our Redemp- 
tion, from him ? And is not the Sign of the Croſs, at our 
Baptiſm, a very ſignificant Emblem, when we liſt our 


felves under the Banner of a crucified Saviour, and take 


upon us the Profeſſion of the Doctrine of the Croſs? 
Theſe are not only eaſy and innocent, but uſeful and 
edifying ; and yet what unhappy Diſputes have been raiſed 
againſt them? 

Our great Feſtivals likewiſe and Commemorations of 
the Saints, which have undergone the ſame Cenſure, are 
yet prudently contrived to teach us and excite us to our 
Duty. That the very Seaſons themſelves may fix in our 
Minds the Articles of our Faith, that by meditating on 
thoſe myſterious Parts of our Redemption, and the amazing 
Inſtances of the divine Goodneſs, our Love and Gratitude 
conceived for the great Bleſſings vouchſafed on theſe Oc- 
eaſions, may inſpire us with Reſolutions of Obedience the 
Remainder of our Lives, The Commemoration of thoſe 
Saints and Martys, ohoſe Praiſe is in the Goſpel (and we 
admit no other) is extremely uſeful to raiſe in us-a noble 
Emulation to copy after their Examples, that having 
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fuch a Cloud of Witneſſes before our Eyes, we may run 
with Patience the Race that is ſet before us. * 

Thus various are the Methods our Church has con- 
trived to lead us to the Knowledge of our Duty, to bring 
us to Holineſs here and Happineſs hereafter. And to take 
away from us all Pretence of Ignorance, that no kind of 
Inſtruction may be wanting, ſhe has put into our Hands 
a faithful Tranſlation, in our own Language, of the ge- 
nuine Scripture: And what in the Old Teſtament is ſuited 
fot common Inſtruction, is appointed to be read over in 
her public Worſhip once every Year, and in the New 
three times; which are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation. 
Befide thoſe Portions of it, which are plaineſt and moſt 
proper to improve us, are ſelected for the Epiſtles and 
Goſpels, And the Pfalms, that excellent Treaſury of De- 
votion and Inſtruction, are repeated often enough to fix 
them in our Memories. 8 

And that our Faith, which by the divine Aſſiſtance is 
to overcome the World and ſupport us in all Temptations, 
may be throughly rooted and confirmed in us, the moſt 
important Articles of it are continually recited in thoſe 
ſhort Confeſſions which were collected in the moſt early 
Ages, and have been conſtantly uſed in all the regular 
Churches of Chriſtianity, ＋ 204 
May we not then juſtly take up the Expoſtulation in 
the Prophet? What could have been done more in this Vine- 
yard, which is not done in it! And that it may be duly culti- 
vated and improved and bring forth Fruit to Perfection, 
all imaginable Care is taken to ſend into it Labourers 
duly qualified. That the public Worſhip may be pro- 
perly adminiſtred, and the Scriptures truly explained and 
applied, the utmoſt Caution is required in the Miſſion of 
the Clergy. I do not mean as to the Regularity of their 
Ordination by Biſhops, though that be a valuable Bleſſing, 


and to be embraced with Gratitude, as being an Inſtitu- 
C 2 tion 
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tion derived down to us, through a long Succeſſion, from 
the very Hands of the Apoſtles. There may be ſome 
Difficulty perhaps in aſſigning the preciſe. Time, when the 
Word er{o*o7©-, Biſhop, was appropriated to the higheſt 
Orders in the Church, that it was very early, and even in 
the Apoſtolic Age, the Writings of the Fathers ſufficiently 
ſhew (5). But wherever a Church became numerous, and 
was regularly planted, that the Apoſtles did there appoint 
a Paſtor of a ſuperior Order to prefide over others, to 
whom the Government of the Church, and the Power of 
ordaining others, was committed, is as clear as Scripture 
and Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory can make it. And while the 
Thing itſelf is evident, it is hardly worth while to diſ- 
pute about the Name. Waving therefore this at preſent, 
my Meaning is, that by the Rules of our Church, all poſ- 
fible Care is taken in the Miſſion of our Clergy, both as 
to their moral Qualifications, their Abilities for Learning 
and the Sincerity of their Intentions. It is preſſed upon 
their Conſciences with all poſſible Earneſtneſs, that they 
bend all their Cares and Studies to the Duties of their 
Calling: They are ſeriouſly reminded of it's Weight and 
Dignity, and make public Promiſes, in the moſt ſolemn. 


Manner, of the utmoſt Diligence and Fidelity in the Diſ- 


charge of it. And in order to ſecure them from propa- 
gating any deſtructive Errors, and undermining the Do- 
ctrines of that Church, which admits them into ſo high a. 
Truſt, explicit Declarations and Subſcriptions are required 


from them; which they cannot run counter to, in any im- 
portant 


(3) It were eaſy to cite ſeveral, but the Teſtimony of St Ferom, whom 
our Adverſaries are moſt fond of, is ſufficient for my Purpoſe. He indeed. 
aſſerts, that originally there was no Diſparity between Biſhops and Preſ- 
byters, but that upon the Account of the Diſſenſions at Corinth, when 
one ſaid I am of Paul, another I am of Apollos, the Biſhops were advanced 
to a ſuperior Eminence. So that this is affirming the Diſtinction to be- 
made even the Time of St Paul, which is all that need be contended for... 


Ses more in Biſhop Potter, on Church-Gavernment, chap. iv, 


( 73 ] 
portant Points, while they continue your Teachers, with- 
out wounding their own Conſciences and grofily preva- 
ricating with God and Man. 

Wherefore, I beſeech you, is this abundant Care and 
Caution? Why, for your Sakes, my Brethren, that Wolves 
may not come to you under the Diſguiſe of Shepherds, 
but that you may be directed by wholſome Doctrines, and 
guided by good Examples. Nor is this: any more than. 
neceſſary, for if the Salt hath hft its Savour wherewith 
ſhall it be ſeaſoned? If the very Fountains are poiſoned, 
the Danger, it is likely, will ſpread far and wide. 

I cannot but here obſerve, to the Honour of our Church,. 
that, in the Method ſhe has proceeded, ſhe has been all. 
along bleſſed with ſuch a happy Succeſſion of learned, 
and orthodox Preachers, that their Writings do Credit to 
our Country, are a Standard of the cleareſt and moſt 
convincing Reaſoning, and the moſt complete Body of 
true Chriſtian Divinity might be extracted from their 
Diſcourſes. | 
While we are reflecting with Gratitude on our Goſhen, 

where we enjoy ſuch Light in our Dwellings, where we. 
have ſuch Opportunities of Improvement, and ſuch excel- 
lent Means of Grace and Knowledge, as are afforded in 
the Communion of the Eſtabliſhed Church :. It ought to. 
double our Gratitude, when. we remember. that Land of. 

pable Darkneſs from which we are eſcaped: I mean,. 
the Popiſh Communion ; where there is a Famine of the. 
Word, where the Scriptures are locked.up in an unknown. 
Tongue, and the Worſhippers are not allowed to under- 
ſtand their own Prayers. And how abſurd muſt their 
Prejudices appear who deſert our decent and inſtructive. 
Worſhip, and that too under the Pretence of better Edi- 
fication, for they know not what? I mean, for thoſe Aſ- 
ſemblies, where they know not before-hand what they are 


to be entertained with; where there is no public W 
| 1 
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made, but all, with an implicit Faith, is left to the Will 


and Abilities of their preſent Teacher, who doubtleſs ought 


to be infallible, and endowed wih the Talents of an Angel, 
to have the whole Weight of the public Worſhip and 

Inſtruction entirely depend upon him: And yet he may 
generally be allowed to be a Man of like Paſſions and In- 
firmities with others, and ſometimes has nothing elſe to re- 
commend him, but his Want of a regular Admiſſion to 
his Office. This Conduct would appear to us ſomewhat 


ſurprizing did not the Scriptures aſſure us, that when the 


1 were fed with Manna, and conducted by a Light 
from Heaven, ſome of them would ſtill murmur againſt 
Moſes and Aaron, and follow their own Inventions. 

Were there any Foundation for this Plea of more edi- 
fying Teaching, (as the very Reverſe of it is moſt evi- 
dent) yet the Plea itſelf would not be ſufficient, becauſe it 
is a Plea not of Conſcience but Fancy and Opinion, and ex- 
preſsly condemned by St Paul in the Corinthians, who 
were forward to prefer one Teacher above another, for 
Excellencies they were moſt fond of, and to divide on 
that Account, 1 Cor. iii. Were ſuch Reaſons ſufficient to 
juſtiſy a Schiſm, the various and preſſing Injunctions in 
Scripture for Chriſtians to walk by the ſame Rule, and to 


unite together in one Body, would be of very little Force 


and Signification. In ſhort, nothing can juſtify a Separa- 
tion from ſuch a Church as ours, but unlawful Terms of 
Communion ; which our Church is ſo far from impoſing, 
that the appeals to the Rule of Scripture for the Trial of 
herſelf, and all her Doctrine and Worſhip. A Church! 
in whoſe Communion there are no neceſſary Means of 
Salvation wanting, nor any thing deſtructive of it, ob- 
truded either on our Faith or Manners. Which profeſſes 
no Doctrine but what is agreeable to Scripture, and which 
embraces all that Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints, and which the Catholic Church has received in it's 

pureſt 


1150 

pureſt Ages. Which does not lock up the Scripture from 
the People in an unknown Tongue, but in her Aſſemblies, 
both Mofes and our Saviour appear without a Veil. The 
Word of God is conſtantly 2 and diligently explained; 
and the Sacraments, according to our Saviour's Inſtitution, 
duly adminiſtred; of which we are neither obliged to 
recerve too little, nor believe too much ; to receive too little by 
being refuſed the Cup, nor to believe too much by ſwallow- 
ing that Camel of Tranſubſtantiation. Her Ceremonies are 
not only innocent, but decent and ſignificant ; her Wor- 
ſhip not only pure but edifying, and her Liturgy as ex- 
cellent as can be contrived for fuch as would pray with the 
Spirit, and with the Underſtanding alſo. She is indeed, in. 
all Reſpects, fo inoffenſive, ſo perfect, that he who does 
but ſeriouſly and conſtantly pray with that Devotion ſhe 
inſpires, piouſly receive thoſe Sacraments ſhe offers, and 
live agreeably to that Doctrine ſhe delivers, need not look 
out for any other Communion, nor deſire any other Guide 
to direct him to the Regions of Bliſs. 

Let me therefore, my Brethren, affectionately entreat 
you all, to ſhew yourſelves true Members of this excel- 
lent Church, by embracing the Opportunities of public 
Worſhip, frequenting the holy Sacrament, and obſerving 
all the admirable Rules of our Liturgy. We have the 
Honour of profeſſing ourſelves Diſciples of a divine Ma- 
ſter, who confirmed his Miſſion by infallible Credentials, 
and whoſe Doctrine tends to advance human Nature to 
the utmoſt Perfection, and to promote our Happineſs both 
in this World and the next. We have the Privilege to 
be Members of a Church, which teaches that Doctrine 
in the greateſt Purity, and is calculated the beſt for the 
Advancement of Piety and Virtue of any, I believe, this 
Day in the Univerſe. And if you keep on ſteadily in the 
Way that ſhe directs, you cannot fail of eternal Glory 


at your Journey's End, But at the ſame Time, I muſt 
not 


| 
| 


| 
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not conceal from you this important Truth, that the beſt 
Religion in the World will not fave us, unleſs we em- 
brace it with Sincerity, and practiſe it with Diligence. 
Theſe edifying Means of Grace, if ſlighted and neglected, 
will but riſe up in Judgment againſt us. It is not profeſ- 
ſing ourſelves Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church that 
will carry us to Heaven, but the copying out in our Lives 
and Converſations, thoſe Leſſons of Piety and Sobriety, 
of Juſtice and Charity, which ſhe perpetually inculcates, 
and of which none, who frequent her Worſhip, can plead 
the Want of Information. Let our Converſation anſwer 
to the Purity of our Faith, and the great Opportunities 
we have of Improvement. This will be one of the beſt 
Means to engage Providence to continue to us, and our 
Poſterity, this happy Eſtabliſhment. - And who knows 
how far it may go in convincing Infidels of the Truth 
of Chriſtianity; and winning others to the Communion 
of our Church, when they obſerve it's Excellency ſo well 
recommended by the Manners of it's Profeſſors, - But what- 
ever the Succeſs with them be, it will infallibly bring 
Peace and Comfort to yourſelves while you live, anc 
after Death ſecure to you an eternal Crown of Glory. 


Which God, &c. 


— —— —EUñ —— — — 
—— — 833 — 


_— — — — ———— w_ —— — — cg ————_—_ * — an 


